JOHN PETER DRAMATTI
At length, on the 9th of June, 1703, Dramatti was sent
to London from his master's house at Kensington, and calling
upon his wife at her lodgings near Soho Square, she en-
deavoured to prevail upon him to stay with her. This, how-
ever, he refused; and finding that he was going home she
went before him, and stationed herself at the Park gate.
On his coming up, she declared that he should go no farther
unless she accompanied him; but he quitted her abruptly
and went onwards to Chelsea. She pursued him to the
Bloody Bridge, and there seized him by the neckcloth, and
would have strangled him, but that he beat her off with his
cane. He then attacked her with his sword; and having
wounded her in so many places as to conclude that he had
killed her, his passion immediately began to subside, and,
falling on his knees, he devoutly implored the pardon of
God for the horrid sin of which he had been guilty. He
went on to Kensington, where his fellow-servants observing
that his clothes were bloody, he said he had been attacked
by two men in Hyde Park, who would have robbed him
of his clothes, but that he had defended himself, and broke
the head of one of them.
The real fact, however, was subsequently discovered;
and Dramatti being taken before a magistrate, to whom he
confessed his crime, the body of his wife was found in a
ditch between Hyde Park and Chelsea, and a track of blood
was seen to the distance of twenty yards, at the end of which
a piece of a sword was found sticking in a bank which fitted
the other part of the sword in the prisoner's possession. The
circumstances attending the murder being proved to the
satisfaction of the jury, the culprit was found guilty, con-
demned, and on the 2ist of July, 1703, was executed at
Tyburn.